
 
 
 

 
 

SAMPLE LETTER FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL TO SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 
[Date] 
 
Dear [Name of School Principal]: 
 
Of all the risks students encounter everyday, one of the greatest dangers they face is being killed or 
severely injured in a motor vehicle crash.  In fact, nearly ten 15- to-18 year olds were killed in motor 
vehicle crashes every day in 2002 - about a third of a typical high school class, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  And almost 60 percent of those teens were not wearing a safety 
belt.  
 
Fortunately, there is something very simple that we can do to stop this unnecessary loss of life, and it 
won’t cost a thing. We can remind our young people to wear safety belts every trip, every time. 
 
From May 24-June 6, 2004 law enforcement officers across the country will once again be enforcing 
safety belt laws by conducting safety belt checkpoints and zero-tolerance safety belt enforcement as part 
of the Click It or Ticket/Operation ABC (America Buckles Up Children) Mobilization. Our goal is not to 
write tickets, but to get everyone buckled up, especially teen drivers and their passengers.  We are asking 
that you also support this effort by simply telling students about the Click It or Ticket heightened 
enforcement campaign, and by encouraging them to buckle up on every trip.  This small step could save 
a life. 
 
You can start by using this brief statement in your public address (PA) announcements to students:  
 

I would like to remind everyone about the importance of wearing a safety belt every time 
you drive or ride in a car.  It will save you the cost of a ticket, and it could save your life. 
As a teenager, you are more likely to die, or become disabled or disfigured in a car crash 
than at any other time in your life. You also need to know that law enforcement officers will 
be conducting safety belt checkpoints and zero-tolerance safety belt enforcement 
statewide from May 24-June 6, 2004. You can get a ticket if you don’t buckle up, so save 
money and your life.  Buckle up every trip, every time! 

 
Also enclosed are Buckle Up America morning announcements that you, your students, school resource 
officers, or other school staff can read. These should be read before the May Mobilization to reinforce the 
safety campaign. For more information and resource materials (including FREE Posters!) visit: 
www.buckleupamerica.org/partnership/planner_guides.php  
 
You also might consider letting parents know about your support of the Click It or Ticket Mobilization. 
They will certainly appreciate your efforts to keep their children safe. 
 
Motor vehicle crashes are the No. 1 killer of our young people, but with your help, we can stop this killer in 
its tracks. Your cooperation is invaluable and greatly appreciated. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
________________________ 
Law enforcement official 
 
 


