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CLICK IT OR TICKET/OPERATION ABC (America Buckles Up Children)
May 2004 Mobilization

Activities for Military and Armed Forces

CLICK IT OR TICKET
MAY 2004 MOBILIZATION

Want to make a difference? As a leader in the armed forces, you can help save the lives of
soldiers, their families and the extended community by becoming part of the Click It or
Ticket/Operation ABC (America Buckles Up Children) May 2004 Mobilization, which runs from May
24 to June 6, 2004.

Driving safely and increasing safety belt use have become important issues in every branch of the
armed forces. During FY 2002, the U.S. military lost 311 servicemen to off-duty automobile
crashes, a figure 35 percent greater than the year before. More than one-third of all U.S. Marine
Corps personnel killed between 2001 and 2003 in off-base vehicle crashes were unrestrained. In
38 percent of all off-base crash fatalities, the Marine Corps personnel involved were not using a
safety belt - despite the existence of Pentagon rules mandating safety belt use on- and off-base.
In addition, of the 100 U.S. Army personnel fatalities resulting from off-base vehicle crashes in
2001, 20 percent were not wearing safety belts. A growing number of military divisions are
becoming involved in traffic safety issues and joining campaigns such as the Click It or Ticket
Mobilization.

As well-respected leaders and role models in the community, the armed forces can be an
important part of the part of the Click It or Ticket Mobilization. You can involve your base in the
work of safety by building on structures and practices already in place. Consider the following
possibilities:

. Place prominent reminders of guidelines mandating safety belt use on- and off-base;
wearing safety belts should be the rule for all personnel.

. Incorporate Buckle Up and Click It or Ticket messages promoting safety belt use into
your training sessions, meetings and other events.

. Include Click It or Ticket articles and/or logos or in your publications and resources.

Many materials are available to download at
www.buckleupamerica.org/partnership/planner_guides.php

. Let all personnel know that local law enforcement will be aggressively ticketing
everyone for not wearing safety belts during the Click It or Ticket Mobilization from May
24 to June 6, 2004.

. Help enlisted personnel learn more about automobile restraint safety. Print out the
resource list as a research aid.

. Let the local media know about your efforts. Send a letter to your local newspaper. Use
the sample letter to the editor in this planner.

. Partner with local organizations to support your local community's existing Click It or
Ticket campaign by working with schools, law enforcement and other community
groups.

. Distribute materials. Hand out safety belt materials (posters, the fact sheet and the Click
It or Ticket information sheet) at special events or regular meetings.

° Contact national, state and/or community traffic safety programs for assistance. Invite a

speaker from a local agency to speak about the importance of buckling up.



