
 

Making It Official  
A Child Passenger Safety Week Proclamation for Policymakers 
  
One effective way to build and demonstrate community support for Child 
Passenger Safety Week is to obtain a mayoral, executive or legislative 
proclamation declaring the community’s support for the stepped-up effort to 
enforce child passenger safety laws. Simply contact your local elected official, 
such as the mayor, legislator or county council representative, and ask him or her 
to sponsor a proclamation like the one below and, perhaps read it at your launch 
event. Use the proclamation to publicize Child Passenger Safety Week and the 
importance of booster seats in your community by sending it to your local 
newspapers, television and radio stations.   
 

A Proclamation Supporting Child Passenger Safety Week 2004 
 
Whereas, motor vehicle crashes continue to be the leading cause of death for children 
age 2 to 14; and 
 
Whereas, a third of children age 14 and under ride in the wrong restraint type for their 
age and size; and 
 
Whereas, only 10 to 20 percent of children who should be in booster seats (typically 
children age 4 to 8) actually use them; and 
 
Whereas, child safety seats reduce the risk of death in crashes by 71 percent for infants 
and by 54 percent for toddlers (1 to 4 years old) in passenger cars; and 
 
Whereas, children age 4 to 7 who use booster seats are 59 percent less likely to be 
injured in a crash than children who were restrained only by a safety belt; and   
 
Whereas, the annual Child Passenger Safety Week campaign and similar efforts have 
increased proper child passenger restraint use across the country; and  
 
Whereas, child safety advocates across the nation are working with the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration to provide parents and caregivers with information 
on child safety seats and booster seats and training on proper child safety seat 
installation as part of Child Passenger Safety Week; 
 
Therefore, be it resolved, that [GOVERNING BODY] declares its wholehearted 
support for Child Passenger Safety Week from February 8-14, 2004, in [CITY, 
TOWN, COUNTY OR STATE] and pledges to increase awareness of Child 
Passenger Safety Week and the benefits of using child safety seats, booster 
seats and safety belts on every trip, every time.  


